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HIGHWORTH  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 


ANNUAL  REPORT 
of  the  Medical  officer  of 
Health  and  the  Sanitary- 
Inspector  for  the  Year  1944. 
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To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
Highworth  Rural  District  Council. 


Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Herewith  I present  the  Annual  Report  on 
the  health  of  the  Highworth  Rural  District  for  1944, 
and,  in  spite  of  the  continuation  of  War  conditions, 
it  is  satisfactory  that  there  is  little  illness  to  note. 

A small  outbreak  of  Diphtheria  in  one 
hostel  only  acts  as  a contrast  to  the  absence  of  this 
disease  among  the  school  children,  since  immunization 
has  been  carried  out. 

The  only  death  was  that  of  an  adult,  who 
had  not  been  immunized. 

Once  again  I must  thank  you  for  the 
consideration  shown  to  me,  and  I shall  endeavour  to 
carry  on  the  work  for  the  ensuing  year. 

It  is  with  sincere  regret  that  I hear  of 
the  resignation  of  Mr.H.H.Hoddinott,  who,  as  sanitary 
Inspector,  has  served  the  Council  and  helped  me,  always 
acting  with  great  tact,  and  carrying  on  for  the  last  two 
years  without  his  peace-time  assistant,  while  also 

dealing  with  the  great  difficulties  of  a Billeting  offic 
in  such  a large  area. 


I am, Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 
Your  obedient  Servant, 


ROBERT  P.  BEATTY. 
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HIGHWORTH  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 


GENERAL  REPORT  OF  THE  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 

FOR  THE  YEAR,  1944. 


Section  A - Statistics  and  social  Conditions  of  the  Area. 


Rateable  Value  ...  ...  ...  £100,636 

Sum  represented  by  a penny  rate  ..  £419. 


There  were  no  alterations  In  the  Social 
Conditions  of  the  District  during  1944. 


Section  B 


- The  Provision  of  Health  Services  for  the  Area 
has  not  been  altered. 

In  the  report  for  1943  It  was  stated  that  the 
Laboratory  at  the  Swindon  and  District  Isolation 
Hospital  had  been  founded  by  the  County  Authority 
whereas  in  fact  it  was,  and  is,  under  the  Ministry 


NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES  (other  than  Tuberculosis)  during;  19/IA 
are  given  in  Table  form  at  the  end  of  the  report,  showing 
ge,  incidence  and  distribution  in  the  several  parishes, 
wluh  number  of  admissions  to  Hospital.  There  has  been  no 
®£f^s  ep^d!“lc'  and  the  low  incidence  of  Diphtheria  among 
that  dlseasedxCateS  usefulnese  of  immunization  against 

.Wo  ...  A £ew  casf?s  occurred  in  one  institution,  where 

this  had  either  been  neglected,  or  carried  out  incompletely. 


CANCaR is  treated  by  surgery  at  the  Swindon  and  North  Wilts 
victoria  Hospital,  the  Great  Western  Medical  Fund  Society's 
Hospital,  and  at  St. Margaret' s Hospital,  Stratton  St. Margaret. 

At  the  Victoria  Hospital  a specialist  from 'the 
Hospital  visits  once  a month  to  examine  cases 
of  cancer  and  to  arrange  for  their  treatment  by  Radium  and 
Deep  X Ray  Therapy  at  Bristol. 
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Deaths  from  Cancer  among  residents  of  the 
District  were  distributed  in  age  groups  as  follows;- 

liges 

25  to  35  years 
35  to  45  « 

45  to  65  " 

65  and  upwards 
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• • • 
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» • 0 
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14 


PREVENTION  CF  BLINDNESS. 

No  action  has 
Of  the  Public  Health  Act, 


been  necessary  under  Section  66 

1925. 


TUBERCULOSIS. 


action  has  been  required  under  the 
Health  (Prevention  of  Tuberculosis)  Regulations, 
under  Section  62  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1925. 


Public 
1925,  nor 


NEW  CASES  AND  MORTALITY 
following  table 


during  1944  are  shown  in  the 


1 


Digitized  by  the  Internet  Archive 
in  2017  with  funding  from 
Wellcome  Library 


https://archive.org/details/b29428853 
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TABLE  OF  NUISANCES  RECORDED  AND  ABATED  1944 
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VISITS  AND  INSPECTIONS,  1944. 


House  Inspections  

356 

House  disinfections 

Infectious  disease  

106 

12 

liq 

Houses  fumigated  

Nuisances 

Pig-killing  on  producers 
Bakehouses  

premises. 

4.6 

16 

PA 

Wells 

Miscellaneous 

(~L\ 

Applicants  for  tenancies 
Dairies  & Cowsheds 

of  Council  houses... 

90 

177 

Rats  & Mice  (Destruction) 

Act 

94 

SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA . 

WATER. 

. ,T^e  soui’ces  of  water  supply  for  the  Hlghworth 
mral  District  are  for  the  parishes  of  Blunsdon,  Hlghworth, 
Inglesham,  Liddington,  Wanborough  and  Wroughton,  from  the 
Hlghworth  Rural  District  Council's  Water  Works.  The  suddIv 
for  castle  Eaton  is  taken  In  bulk  from  the  Cricklade  and 
Wootton  Bassett  Rural  District  Council,  and  that  at 
Blshopstone  from  the  Ecclesiastical  Commissioners.  Hannington 
Is  supplied  from  a small  private  water  works,  and  Chisledon 
supply  is  taken  in  bulk  from  the  Swindon  Corporation.  Haydon 
Wick  and  Stratton  St. Margaret  are  supplied  direct  bv  the 
Swindon  Corporation. 

During  the  year  schemes  for  providing  a public 
water  supply  for  the  parish  of  Stanton  Fitzwarren  and  an 
extension  of  the  water  mains  to  Blunsdon  Hill, Blunsdon  St 
Andrew,  have  been  completed. 

The  Council  have  approved  a scheme  for  providing 
a water  supply  to  the  Lower  Village, Blunsdon.  It  is  proposed 
to  take  a supply  from  either  the  Swindon  Corporation  pumping 
main  at  Ermln  Street, Blunsdon,  or  to  connect  to  the  new 
Blunsdon  to  Hlghworth  water  main  near  Sam's  Lane, Blunsdon. 

The  present  source  of  supply  is  from  surface  springs,  the 
yield  from  which  during  the  summer  months  is  Inadequate, and 
the  purity  open  to  suspicion. 


DRAINAGE  AND  SEWERAGE. 

The  various  Sewage  Disposal  Works  have  been 
carried  on  during  the  year  satisfactorily,  no  complaint 
having  been  received  either  with  regard  to  the  effluent  or 
from  nuisance  arising  from  the  works. 


• 
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SCAVENGING. 


of  the  pari  she 
and  workmen, 
is  situate  at 


Refuse  collection  is  carried  out  in  the 
s In  the  District  by  the  Council's  own  lor 
The  method  of  disposal  is  by  refuse  tin 
Stratton  St. Margaret. 


who!  e 
ries 


Thl  s 


RATS  AND  MICE  (DESTRUCTION)  ACT. 

During  the  year  94  premises  have  been  freed 
from  rats  by  the  Council's  officials.  The  disinfestation  of 

then  farms  has  been  carried  out  by  the  Wiltshire  War 
Agricultural  Executive  Committee  pests  Official 


g. 


SHOPS  ACT,  1934. 

. . . . , One  notice  was  served  to  remedy  a breach  of 
this  Act  during  the  year.  This  was  complied  with. 


ERADICATION 

bugs  during 
owned. 


OF  BED  BUGS. 

. Ten  houses  have  been  disinfested  from  bed 
the  year.  The  whole  of  these  were  privately 


INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD. 

MILK  SUPPLY. 

District  225  cowk?ePers  and  dairymen  m the 

rlc“*  Twelve  of  these  are  producing  Tuberculin  Tested 

..iilk  and  eighty— thi;ee  are  producing  Accredited  Milk. 

MEAT. 

„i,  . . meat  supplied  by  butchers  is  slaughtered 

the  Ministry  of  Food  Slaughterhouse  outside  the  District 
and  inspected  at  the  place  of  slaughter.  lo  “Cu’ 

flria  * u Th®  followlnS  food'  was  found  to  be  unsound 

hlJmftn  consumption.  That  which  was  found  to  be 
fit  for  manufacture  or  animal  feeding  was  so  disposed  of. 


Bacon 

Beef 

Luncheon  meat. 

Currants 

Condensed  milk 
Rice . ...... 


60  lbs, 
245  " 

18  « 
112  " 

83  « 

60  " 


HOUSING 

bv  the  Poune-n  during  the  year  four  houses  have  been  erected 
oy  the  Council,  these  being  agricultural  cottages.  Three 

houses  have  been  closed  under  Section  II  of  the  Housing  Act 

the  Undertaking  of  the  owners  to  render  fit  before’ 
re-letting.  Twenty-three  houses  have  been  repaired  and 
rendered  fit  for  habitation. 
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